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WITTENBERG SPORTSMEN’S CLUB  

2009 FALL NEWSLETTER 
P.O. Box 930 Woodstock, NY 12498 (845)-679-6901 

Website: www.wittenbergsportsmen.com 

 
 
 
Next 
Meeting 
Wednesday Oct. 7th 
at the Club House. 
Food is served at 6:30 pm  
and the meetings start  
at 7:30 pm.  
If anyone would like  
to help cook at a monthly  
meeting contact Tom Chase at: 
679-6523. 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
Please be advised if your 
dues are not paid by Oct. 1st  
this is the last newsletter 
you will receive.  
Please mail your check to 
the above address and a card 
and badge will be mailed to 
you.  

 
CLUB CALENDAR 

Oct. 7th – Monthly Meeting 
Oct. 12th – 5th & last 
Archery 3-D shoot. 

 
CLAM BAKE: 

The clam bake was a great 
success. Special thanks to  
Frank Lange, Ed Akins, Bob 
Harjes and everyone else 
who worked hard to make 
this event successful. 
Due to suggestions from this 
year’s clam bake we are in 
the process of upgrading our 
restroom facilities to 
accommodate everyone 
better.  
 
 
 
 

 
PAVILLION AND CLUB  
POND PROPERTY 
Thank you to Bob Harjes 
and his Family for putting 
together a special memorial 
service for Stanley on 
Father’s Day. With all of the 
generous donations we 
received from the people 
who attended this event we 
were able to sponsor a roof 
truss in Stanley’s memory 
and the rest will go towards 
stocking the pond with fish, 
something else that Stanley 
enjoyed. 
 
 
 

 
WARNING: 

There are to be NO Dogs 
unleashed on club 
property. Field Archery is in 
progress which means there 
are people shooting their 
bows on any given day. It’s 
much too dangerous to have 
an unleashed dog running 
around. Also, the trail 
along the pond 
connecting the fishing 
shanty and pavilion is 
closed due to the 
archery practice target 
area. If you would like to 
walk through the woods, 
please use the trails across 
the bridge by the pond. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CAMP TRI-MOUNT  
BOY SCOUT CAMP 
John Grossbohlin would like 
to thank everyone who made 
donations to Camp Tri-
mount to keep the youth 
shooting range up and 
running for all future scouts.  
Your generosity was much 
appreciated. 
 
 
ARCHERY 3-D COURSE 
Last 3-D shoot is: 
October 12th.  
 
To find all dates of shoots in 
the area from surrounding 
clubs go to: 
www.3dshoots.com 
 
 
FIELD ARCHERY  
The field archery course has 
started up again as of Aug. 
16th. This is a great way to 
get your practicing in for 
bow season and have fun at 
the same time. 
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THE GUN RAFFLE  
This event was also a great 
success with thanks to 
Dennis & Cheryl for 
organizing this pleasurable 
event.  
 
Our winners were: 
 
GRAND PRIZE:  
Browning Citori Shot Gun 
Over Under White 
Lightening 
Choice of gauge 
Prize or $1,000.00 
Winner: Rich Kime 
Sold by: Tinker May 
 
FIRST PRIZE:  
Remington 700 Classic CDL 
Deluxe w/American walnut 
stock  
Choice of calibers 
Prize or $600.00 
Winner: Roberta Houst 
Sold by: Don Todd 
 
SECOND PRIZE: 
Remington 870 Express 12 
Gauge Camo Finish Combo 
Deer and Turkey Barrel 
Prize or $450.00 
Winner: Frank Lange 
 
THIRD PRIZE: 
CVA Optima Elite Combo 50 
Cal. Muzzle Loader/Center 
Fire Caliber  
choice: 223, 243, 270, 7mm-
08, 30-06 
Prize or $350.00 
Winner: Bruce 
Woinoski 
Sold by: Dave Quinn 
 
 
 

 
FOURTH PRIZE: 
Marlin Bolt Action XL7C 
Real tree Camo 
Adj. Trigger  
Caliber choice 30-06, 270 
win, 25-06 
Prize or $270.00  
Winner: Howard Shultis 
Sold by: Kevin Peters 
 
FIFTH PRIZE: 
Leupold Scope VX1 
3x9x40mm  
Gloss or Matte Finish 
Win prize 1, 3 or 4 plus 
scope and we will include 
rings and bases. 
Winner: Dave Holsapple 
Sold by: Joe Liuni 
 
Congratulations to our 
winners! 
 
SHOOTING RANGE 
We are looking for 
suggestions from everybody 
on how to improve our 
shooting range. We realize 
that our shooting range 
needs work and we would 
like to hear ideas and input 
from our membership. 
Please put your submissions 
in writing and mail them to: 
P.O. Box 930  
Woodstock, NY 12498 
Or bring your thoughts to a 
meeting. We look forward to 
everyone’s feedback. 

 
HUNTING SEASON 
Bow starts Oct. 17th & Rifle 
starts Nov. 21st   
Good luck to all of our 
hunters for a successful        
and safe 
hunting 
season. 
 
 

 
 
DEC 
By Hank Foglino 

 
Public DEC meeting in 
Shoreham on deer 
management and what 
kinds of changes are 
proposed and what we as 
hunters would like to see 
changed. 
 
A 2007 survey of NY State 
hunters found that roughly 
80% had passed up 
opportunities to harvest a 
doe the previous season 
even though they had a deer 
management permit.  The 
harvesting of does is an 
important herd 
management tool available 
to hunters and the DEC and 
typically DEC managers 
would like to see a few more 
antlerless harvests then 
what actually occurs.  
A law to lessen the discharge 
restrictions for archery 
tackle made it to the 
Governor's desk but was not 
signed as it was part of a 
massive bill containing 
many items, some of which 
had nothing to do with 
hunting.  That complete 
package was not signed into 
law at all.  Currently it is 
illegal to discharge any 
firearm or bow within 500' 
of a dwelling without the 
owner's permission unless it 
is your property.  The new 
law would have allowed bow 
hunters to shoot within 200' 
or so of dwellings which 
would ultimately open up 
much more land to hunting 
opportunities, particularly  
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DEC 
Continued… 

in suburban areas like Long 
Island and Westchester.  

The venison donation 
program is in serious danger 
of being discontinued state 
wide due to a lack of 
funding.  There are two 
butchers in Suffolk County 
who participate in the 
program and are paid a 
nominal fee per pound for 
ground venison which is 
sent to food pantries all over 
Long Island.  When 
purchasing a hunting license 
you have the option of 
donating $1 to the program 
to help keep it afloat.  

DEC does not foresee 
implementing antler 
restrictions in any new 
WMU's in the near future.  
DEC does not feel the need 
to do so from a herd 
management or biological 
standpoint as there is no 
need for it.  Also public 
opinion on antler 
restrictions is split greatly.  
Antler restrictions are more 
of a social aspect of hunting 
where select hunting groups 
want to try and grow bigger 
bucks.  DEC's opinion is that 
individual hunters should 
make that decision for 
themselves as an ethical 
issue.  

The average age of NY 
hunters is roughly 48 years 
old and the number of 
hunters is continuing to 
decline.  One reason for this 
is the minimum age 

requirements for hunters in 
NY State.  Wildlife managers 
would like to see more 
access to hunting 
opportunities for younger 
hunters.  Perhaps a big game 
youth hunt similar to the 
spring turkey youth hunt.  

Overall the large majority of 
NY State residents do NOT 
hunt.  Hunters are a 
minority who need to be 
very loud so their voices and 
wishes are heard by the polls 
in Albany. 

Write your State Legislators 
and Senators to make them 
aware of your desires for 
some of these changes to 
take place.  Without laws 
being passed most of these 
changes will remain wishes 
and ideas among wildlife 
biologists and hunters in the 
state.  Politicians need to be 
made aware by their 
constituents of necessary 
changes to hunting and 
fishing opportunities in NY 
State. 

NRA: 
 
NYSRPA ANNOUNCES 

ALBANY OUTREACH DAY 

 

Mark the calendar and 

spread the news... Let’s 

give the bus companies 

some business and flood 

Albany with 10 mile 

orange! 

  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

+++++++++++ 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Get ready! January 12, 

2010 is the day we have 

all been waiting for. The 

New York State Rifle & 

Pistol Association in 

association with Assembly 

Minority Leader Brian Kolb 

is proud to announce the 

first annual New York 

Sportsmen's Outreach 

Day. The Keynote speaker 

will be NRA Executive 

Vice President Wayne 

LaPierre. That's right 

Wayne LaPierre is coming 

to Albany to speak on the 

issues important to all of 

us. Please plan to make 

sure you're here to take 

part in what should be a 

historic event in Albany. 

Let's send a message 

about gun and sportsmen's 

rights. 

  

Details are scant at this 

time but will be forth 

coming in the near future. 

  

  

Thank you for your 

support, 

Tom King 

President New York State 

Rifle & Pistol Association 

Member of the NRA Board 

of Directors 
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THE HUDSON RIVER 

 
Hank Foglino 

 

 

The Hudson River’s origin, 

about 75 million years ago, 

occurred 1,000 feet below the 

summit of Marcy Mountain the 

highest mountain in the 

Adirondack mountain chain 

and in New York State. Water 

from melting snow and rain 

accumulated in a small 

depression on the south west 

slope of the mountain resulting 

in a pond called Lake Tears of 

the Clouds by the local Indians. 

It then made its way down to 

meet the Highlands. During an 

ancient terrestrial upheaval, the 

waters broke through the 

mountain barrier flowing 

between steep escarpments to 

where it met the sea. During 

the times of the ice ages when 

the water level was low the 

river carved a canyon to the 

sea. As the ice melted and the 

water level rose, the canyon 

became part of the ocean floor 

and was named the Hudson 

Canyon, an area that draws 

hundreds of fishing boats 

during the year. 

 

 
 

The Hudson River (Ref. 1) 

 

The river is 315 miles long. 

The deepest point, 216 feet 

deep, is near West Point and its 

widest point, 3 ½ miles, is at 

Haverstraw. The semi-diurnal 

tides present in the Atlantic 

Ocean are felt along the entire 

length of the river. As the tide 

rises it pushes a salt water 

wedge up the river. Since salt 

water is denser than fresh 

water, if one were to take 

salinity measurement at the 

northern limits of the salt water 

intrusion the salinity would 

increase with depth. The salt 

water reaches as far as 

Newburgh in the dry season but 

during the Spring when the 

melting ice send its store of 

fresh water down the river the 

salinity only is apparent to 

Tappan Zee. The daily cycling 

of the wedge is extremely 

important re: nutrient 

distribution, bottom scouring 

etc., which affects the living 

organisms in the river. 

 

The Indians called the river 

Muhkeakunnuk meaning great 

water constantly in motion. For 

the various tribes living along 

its banks “living was easy”. 

Walking along the river’s edge 

it is possible to find kitchen 

middens (refuse heaps) where 

generations of Indians disposed 

of empty oyster shells, some 

reaching depths of twelve feet. 

The water was clean and a 

home for a multitude of flora 

and fauna. There were vast 

oyster beds from the Lower 

Bay to Croton Point. 

Waterfowl, including health 

hens geese, mallards, canvas 

back and teals, were easily 

caught in the stream ponds. 

From the river striped bass, 

perch and shad were readily 

available. This all began to 

change with the arrival of the 

European explores followed by 

the traders. 

 

At that time Florida and 

Newfound land had been 

discovered but not much was 

known about the terrestrial 

span between them. King 

Francis 1 of France decided to 

send out an expedition to 

explore the area. Who knew 

what riches might be found and 

possibly a route to Cathay 

(China) shorter than those that 

were available at the time, 

around the Cape of Good Hope  
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THE HUDSON RIVER 
Continuedé 

or through the Straits of 

Magellan. He chose the Italian 

explorer Giovanni da 

Verrazzano to lead the 

expedition. He sailed in 1524 

with four ships but two of them 

were wrecked shortly after 

departing and one was sent 

home carrying the riches looted 

from Spanish ships along the 

Spanish coast. The flagship La 

Dauphine was the only one to 

make the voyage across the 

Atlantic. He traveled down the 

coast of North America 

entering the various harbors 

and estuaries and eventually 

entered Lower New York Bay. 

He anchored in the Narrows 

which was later named for him 

and now spanned by the 

Verrazzano Narrows Bridge. 

The ship’s boat was manned 

and rowed through the Narrows 

into the Upper Bay, where a 

hasty survey was made of it’s 

islands and inlets and the 

mouth of  ”una grandissima 

riviera”, a very great river, that 

flowed into it. 

 

It was Henry Hudson on his 

ship the Halve Maen (Half 

Moon) in 1609 that made his 

way up the river. He was 

sailing for the Dutch West 

Indies looking for the 

Northwest Passage to Cathay. 

Reaching to where Albany is 

today where he found that the 

river depth became too shallow 

for the Half Moon. He had to 

turn back not knowing he had 

stumbled on what would one 

day be one of the world’s most 

vital waterways. The next year 

he returned under the English 

flag to become the first 

European to explore what was 

to be known as Canada’s 

Hudson Bay. After spending 

the winter trapped in ice he was 

ready to continue his 

exploration but a mutinous 

crew set him and his son and 

several crew members adrift in 

a small boat and they’ve never 

been heard from since. 

 

As time went on more and 

more Europeans came to the 

river’s edge farming the land, 

building their factories and 

using the river as a massive 

open sewer. In the span of three 

and a half centuries the river 

that explorers had cited for its 

crystal water now contained 

raw sewage, industrial wastes, 

spilled oils, acid and other 

chemical refuse. For years it 

seemed that there was no end 

to the pollution, however 

during the last decade the 

population surrounding the 

river seemed to wake up. Clean 

up measures were take by 

enacting laws prohibiting 

practices leading to pollution. 

Some industries took up the 

cause voluntarily and the 

sources of pollution were 

identified and eliminated. The 

fish that up the river to spawn 

now had a chance that they’re 

offspring would make it back 

to the sea as they matured. The 

huge amounts of flotsam and 

jetsam began to decrease and 

thank goodness, the river has 

begun to “clean up”.  The only 

disadvantage that has arisen is 

that with a cleaner river the 

ship worms have returned to 

munch on the docks along the 

river. I think we can live with 

that. 

 

1) Reference Keller, Allen 

1976 Life along the Hudson 

Sleepy, Tarrytown, NY  

 

2009-2010  
CLUB OFFICERS 

President 
Eli Liss 679-7173 
Vice President 

Tom Rivera 331-1065 
Treasurer 

Mike Paccione 679-6324 (w) 
679-5660 (H) 

Executive Secretary 
Tom Chase 679-6523 

Recording Secretary 
Elmer LeSuer 914-466-5940 
 

 
CLUB TRUSTEES: 

Dennis Lowe  
Herman Rivera 

Kenny May 
Frank Lange 

John Grossbohlin 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
 

Physical Properties – 
John Loiacono 657-8775 

Bob Estvanik 845-206-1177 
 

Road Maintenance – 
Tom Rivera 331-1065 

 
Fish & Game – 

Ken May 657-2493 
 

Legislative – 
John Grossobohin 338-4955 

 
Pavilion – 

Frank Lange 382-1300 
 

Archery –3-D & Field 
Nelson Johnsmeyer – 3-D  

679-6607 
Dennis Lowe – Field 

336-8357 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
continuedé 

 
Forestry – 

Gary Gunther 338-5348 
 

Membership – 
Russell Oakes 679-1114 

 
 

Black Powder – 
Steve Tubby 336-6029 

 
Kitchen – 

Tom Chase 679-6523 
Cliff North 338-6159 

 
Newsletter – 

Tracy Oakes 679-1114 
 

Range & Trap – 
Bob Campbell 845-943-5613 
 
 
 
 
 NEWSLETTER &  
SPONSORS  
We are always looking for 
new information to post in 
our newsletters as well as 
new sponsors. Do you have a 
story, poem, favorite recipe 
or any other information 
you would like to post in a 
newsletter? 
Please e-mail your input to: 
 
TNToakes@yahoo.com 
 
If you have a business that 
you would like to advertise 
in our newsletter, the cost is 
$40.00 per year. You can 
mail a check and business 
card to the above address. 
This fee helps pay for the 
printing and postage of our 
newsletter.  

 
 

 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS 
TO OUR 

NEWSLETTER 
SPONSORS 

PARDEEõS AGENY, INC. 
INSURANCE 
SCOT HASTIE 

306 WALL STREET 
P.O. BOX 3160 

KINGSTON, NY 12402 
(845) 331-0025 

www.pardeesinsurance.com 

 

ASHOKAN STORE-IT 
Russell Oakes 

ASK ABOUT OUR LONG TERM STORAGE DISCOUNT 

1 RIDGE ROAD 
SHOKAN, NY 12481 
(845) 657-2494 

CELL # (845) 249-0877 

 

A-1  Window & siding Co. 
Windows Siding Roofing 

Gutters & Leaders 
37 Years Experience 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

P.O. Box 2023 
Kingston, NY 12401 
(845) 331-1697 

www.A-1windowandsiding.com 

Joseph Genther, Owner 

http://www.pardeesinsurance.com/
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